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Government of Tripura
Forest Department
Secretariat, Agartala
No.F.4-12/For/NCE/Agar Policy/2021/ 109 2 Dated 19 July 2021

NOTIFICATION

The Governor of Tripura is pleased to notify “The Tripura Agarwood
Policy 2021,” which has been uploaded in the website of Forest Department.

The policy will come into effect with immediate effect.
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(Barun Kumar Sahu)
Principal Secretary (Forest)
Government of Tripura

To

The Manager, Tripura Government Press, Agartala with a request to
publish this notification alongwith Tripura Agarwood Policy 2021 in the
Extraordinary Gazette.




TRIPURA AGARWOOD POLICY 2021

1.0 Introduction

Agar! (Aquilaria malaccensis) is an cvergreen tree, which grows in Bangladesh,
Bhutan northeast India, Sumatra and Kalimantan islands of Indonesia,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Luzon Philippines, Singapore and southern Thailand. In
India, it is found in North Eastern states, viz., Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Manipur, Tripura, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and northern West
Bengal. Agar is also found in some southern Indian states like Karnataka,
Kerala and Goa. Agar is a precious floral wealth of North East India, and has

been identified as a potential aromatic plant.

Northeast India is particularly significant in this precious wealth locally known
as “agar” or “xasi” (and ° aguru’ in Sanskrit), and is considered to be the cradle
of agarwood aromatics with ancient traditions of agarwood production which is
thriving and growing. It has been used for over 2000 years for medicinal,
aromatic and religious purposes. Aquilaria malaccensis is the preferred source
of Agarwood for perfumery and religious traditions in the Middle East and in

India. In Northeast India, agar is found mainly in Assam and Tripura.

Agartala, the state capital of Tripura is believed to have origin of its name from
Agarwood. This species has a huge potential of creating another “economic
revolution” in Tripura after rubber, bamboo and other major forestry crops of
“Tripura. The low input for management and growth, lack of site specificity and
1ntercropp1ng adaptation could make agar a preferred cash crop. In Tripura,
this critically endangered tree is quite adaptable to the land. In order to

promote agar tree, -its plantation, its sustainable harvesting and promoting
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Y In this policy document, the word ‘agar’ does not refer to jelly-like edible su‘t:stance obtained from red algae.
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agarwood based industry, detailed policy for promotion of agarwood is

' presented.

2.0 Background

The resin-embedded agarwood is valued in Northeastern culture for its
distinctive fragrance, and thus is used for making incense, perfumes and
cosmetics. The aromatic qualities of agarwood are influenced by the species,
geographic location and parts of the tree like its branch, trunk and root origin,
length of time since infection, and methods of harvesting and processing.
First-grade agarwood is one of the most expensive natural raw materials in the

world.

In Tripura, preliminary survey shows that agar resources are available in huge
quantity especially in the North Tripura district. Agar trees are also adaptable
to grow in other districts of the state as well. However, agar did not gain
importance like rubber and bamboo during the past years. It might be because
of lack of quality of agarwood produced from the existing plantations, lack of
inoculation to the extent required for economic revolution, absence of
recognized and formal trade mechanism, illegal distillation leading to poor
quality extraction of agar oil / lack of quality control mechanism and also due

to inadequate encouragement to agar growers for registration of agar trees with

Forest Department.

Moreover, because of the relative scarcity and high cost of agarwood, this
species is considered as potentially threatened species and accordingly ‘the
primary source i.e. agar (Aquilaria malaccensis), has been listed in Appendix II
(potentially threatened species) by the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES) of Wild Fauna and Flora.
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